THE IMPORTANCE of cardiovascular reflexes in maintaining systemic arterial pressure has been known for decades.' The baroreceptors in the arterial walls, the afferent neural pathways, the integrating areas of the central nervous system, and the effector systems are all components of this negative feedback servo control system which maintains arterial pressure around a set point. These elements have been well characterized, and this work has been the subject of several recent reviews.2 3Furthermore, mathematical models have been developed to define this system and to demonstrate the manner in which perturbations alter this responsiveness. 
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